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Honoured Sir! 18 
Make no doubt, but you have the News of the Commitment of Mr. 
" Fobhn Wilmer, Citizen and Common-Council-man of London, to the Tower, 
among others ; and go leſs Crime laid to his charge than High Treaſon , 
for conſpiring the Death of the King, and to deprive him of his Imperial 
Crown and Dignity, which are the Words ſpecified in the Warrant di- 
—-._- retedto the Lieutenant of the Tower; where he was confined cloſe for 
dear fix weeks, and ſuffered not to fee or ſpeak to any Friend or Relation, other 
than his Wife; who with great Labour and Trouble obtained the favour to be 
confined with him. After the time aboveſaid , by Friends Liberty was obtain'd 
* for him to walk in the Tower for his Healths ſake ; and in that ſtate he was farther 
a Priſoner nine weeks odd days, which makes in all fifteen weeks; during which 
time he was not permitted the uſe of Pen, Ink, or Paper: at the end of which, 
he with others was by Habeds Corpus carried up to the Kings Bench, and there 
was admitted to Bail, to appear the next Term; his Bail and himſelf entering 
into a Recognizance of 9000 l. In all this time there hath not been the leaſt Pro- 
ſeecution, neither {aw he, or knows any perſon that hath ſworn againſt him. The 
day he was taken up, be had a violent Ague and Fever upon him, which ſeized him 
near a week before; but on the day of his caption, a vehement vomiting and looſneſs 
alſo ſeized him to fuch a degree, that his Apothecary and Friends about him, did 
diſpond of his Life,” In this Condition he had notice, near an hour before the 
Meſſengers came to his houſe, that they were waiting for him; ſo that with help 
of Friends, he got on his Cloaths, and his Vowiting and Looſneſt left him; yet ſo 
weak, that his Friends concluded him in*gteat Danger of his Life, as he 
vas, but if the Meſſengers removed him, —— ed it would certainly. de- 
him. And norwithſtanding his Apothecary would have made Oath of this 
{ OR fore Magiſtrate ; yet nothing would avail, but away they hurried him into 4 
>. Coach near Charing · ¶Toſi, ſto the W "=" one Mr. Arrerbury's ,. whe. 
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4 N __ ; he was kept from that afternoon (which vas Saturday) until Afonday morn. 
5 : ing and then was hurried to Hampror-Caurt, where the Council fate; and without 
ſeeing the face of any * —— 3 e Council, committed to 
the Tower, Where he lay ay aboveſaid ; and notwithſtanding his ilneſs, cguld 
not beadmitted in Tou 45 time after, in te Tower, pa either 5 or 
5 EY or Apotheggry to come to him; but God whois always TIN very Ma- 
*£ cious to him and eee than all Means and Helps; tor he healed him, atd 
er helpeti him up, even to Miracle. 1 


122 £ oe . © 

Thus babe gen you in brieſ, the ſtate of his Cafe hitherto 5 now it's poſſible, 
being at this diſtance, you may be de ſitous to know. the Re aſon of this Impriſonment; 
5 for the old Proverb is, There is no ſmoke, but there is ſome fire y but | may truly 
2 ö ſay, this Proverb doth not always hold true; 1 am ſure it doth not in his Caſe, as 
780 I have often heard him ſay, and will be proved as far as Negatives can prove it, 
3 | if ever it comes to that. 1 ſhall as briefly as | can, give you the Conjectures of 
IT the Towng-both-gs to his Confinement, and the reſt of the Proteſtants.” A more 
certain account you may expect, when we have a Parliament, and not until then 
and when that will be, God and the King only knoyerh, WF 4 

The Common Enemy to all Proteſtaxts ( the Papiſts) you know, are always 
at work to bring about our Ruine and Conſuſion; and they. have ever ſince the 
Reformation been contriving of is but God hath hitherto diſ.ppointcd them 
and | truſt he will ſtill, But ſince the plain Diſcovery of their General Plot in 


- 1678. which hath been owned by the King, and four ſucceſſive Parliaments, and 
= ſo many of the Party taken into Cuſtody, and ſome executed, and moſt of the 
"54 reſt being hy the Parliament lyoked upon as Confederates with them: They look- 
* ed upon themſelves as quite loſt; and the moſt favour they could expect, was to 


have Liberty to ſtay here with the loſs of their Eſtates; and ſome of the chief 
Heads of them to ſuffer as Traytors, and fo be utterly incapacitated to diſturb the 
Government any more. But the Jeſuits their chief Councellors and Polititians, 
TS were loth to give up ſo fair a Game; therefore preſently they ſet their Wits to 
- work to prevent the further Diſcovery of this thcir Real Plot, by forging Sham- 
* Plots; of which by their means, and the Devils helpiag of them, we have had of 
5 one kind or another, I think, no leſs than a dozen ; and I think this their laſt was 
more dangerevs to u: of this Nation, than all the reſt; and 1 take this laſt ro be 
thus: That their Deſign, was laid two waye, that either might ſerve their turn, 
The Plot by, them laid, was to be a Proteſtant Plot; and the perſons to carry it on, 
and be engaged in it, was this City, and the laſt Houſe of Commons at Oxford. 
The matter to be, ſworn what theſe. were engaged to do, was, That if the King 
would not paſs ſuch Acts as they would have him, then that they ſhould ſeize up- 
on his Perſon, and keep him in Cuſtody. until ſuch time as he ſhould do it. The 
Witneſſes to prove this Plot, are ſome of the ſame, both Exgliſh and 1r5ſh, that 
proved the Popsſh Plot; which by their great poverty wi;h frowns here, and not 
ſeeing any like lihood of a Parliament, have by the working of the Jeſuits, and 
their Friends, been ſuborned to retract their Evidence of the Pepiſh Plot, and 
to ſwear this Proteſtant Plot; which if it took effect, they doubted not, but at leaſt 
to gain an Act ef Oblivion, if it did not gain their firſt purpoſe, even to do all 
5 their Work. Now the bring their Plot on the Stage, and firſt ſwear againſt my 
WE Lord Howard of Eſeri he is committed to the Tower; the next againſt 
x | my Lord Shaftebury, as the head of the Party; then againſt one Stephen Colledge; 
— him, John Romſe and Edward Whitaker ; all thele were committed to the 
ower. 


It was now time to begin proſecution of ſome of theſe, to ſee what Execu- 


tion at would do, before any further Attempt ſhould be made in taking up more. 
The firſt they begun with, was my Lord Howard of Eſerick, and preferred an In- 


diftmerit-againſt him before a Grand Jury of Middleſex , the Jury conſiſting of 
Hineteen 3 the Witneſſes to {wear againſt him, were Mrs. Fit æharris, the Wife of 
S ward Fitzherris , (a grand Iriſh Papiſt-, and then under Condemnation for 
* gh Treaſon ) and Mrs. Fuxharrit her Maid, or Strumpet, going by the name of 
ME Ter ref Peacock; Theſe ſwore, as I am informed, much to the heads as above. 


There 


There were brought in to gloſe the huſineſs, two perſons more; but they ſwore 
nothing of ſignißcancy 4 but upon the croſs interrogating them, the Jury ſound 


out the falliry of their Teſtimony,; ſo that upon their Debates, fifteen of the nine- 


teen were for bringing in the Bill norma: But in regaril the Foreman, Sir Charles 
Let, with the other, did not agree, they: deferred the further Debate of it until 
the mortom, when they were to give in their Bills and Preſentments to the Kings 
Bench, being the [aft day of the Term but the Clerk, that aitended them with 
ſome others, got the Bill away before it as ſigned and made a Record, that the 


morrow-the Jury could not have it? whereupon-rhey made their Complaints ts 


the Judges, and gave in their verbal Judgment of the fad Indiatoent to 
be Ignor aus, and deſited it might be reco ed ; ſo vas an end of for Term, 
and no further proſecution againſt ni} Lord Howard then, nor ſince. - - - 
The%hext attempt was a8 Frephem Coltedge, called the Proteſtant Foyner 3 
by preferring a Bill of Indiktment aginſt him for a Plot; and High Treafon , 
as in mannet aforefaid, at the General Quarter Seſſions of Peace and Goal: de- 
livery for London and Midlie ſtæ, at the Old Bally. The ſaid Bill being preſented 
ty the Grand Jury for the City; where were nineteen perſons; whereof John 
Wile:er 'was Foreman: to this Indictment there comes a great a fo of Wit⸗ 


nefſes, at leaſt fix; ant! theſe muſt give their reſtimony in open Court; and 
it's helfeved the Deſign was thereby to awe the Jury, and if poſbble , to lay 
on then? a neceſſity to find the Bill; in regard the number of Witneſſes was great, 
and the things they ſwore were ſo dreadſil to moſt of the Auditors, that it 
was feared they woul 1 have ſworn the houſe upon our heads. But after the Jury 
had herd them in Conct, and went into their Chatnber and called jn the Wit- 
neſſes one by 017, +54 rols examined them, they had ſuch ſufficient ſatisfaction, 
that upon the Date tie whole nineteen agreed in udgment to br ing io the Bill 
Ignoramiu. a "a7 


This greatly. madded the Popiſh party and the Witgeſfes, or ſome of their 


Gang”, to make the Foreman amends for his former kindneſs to them, and to 


ſtop, ihe publiſhing at Oxford his knowledg of the, and of their Deſign, which 
they acquainted him wick; and in reyenge tor his being an Ignoramus-· man, as the 
Papiſes call him, and all the reſt of the Jurors, they now ſwear Treaſon againſt 
him, whereby ke is committed to the Tower, and lyeth as aforeſaid, ſo that he 
is prevented from further doing them miſchief in hindring them from going on in 
their Deſign. Afterwards they go down to Oxford, where a Jury is pitched upon 
to find the ſecond Bill againſt colledge, for words, but not a Plot. For your 
full information in that Affair, I refer you to Colledg*s Tryal. , Since his death, 
hath a Bill been preferred at the Old; Baily, againſt ohn Rowſe, who they would 
pretend was to be a kind of Paymaſter in this Proteſtant Plot; but this Rowſe,though 
it may be an honeſt man, is a perſon of mean account for ſo great a Character 
as that. Many Witneſſes ſwore againſt him, I think abour—erght, and were all 
examined in open Court, and croſs. examined there alſo, a thing not known in our 
days, and believe are few preſidents of like nature in former Ages; but 
upon the whole, the Jury acquitted themſelves to their own ſatisfaction, as 
to bring in the Bill Ignoramus, which was alſo to the ſatisfaRion of the greateſt 
part of the Court; fo Rowſe upon the laſt day of the Seſſions, was admitted to 
bail, and diſcharged the next. The Foreman of this Jury, was De uty | 
Denew. Now the next, a Bill of Indictment was preſented againſt my Lord Shafts- 
bury upon a ſpecial Commiſſion to the City and County, and brought in before the 
Grand jury for the aforeſaid City, where were about fuch a parcel of Witneſſes 
as againſt Rewſe; and were all examined, and croſs- examined in open Court. The 
Jury were of the moſt eminent Citizens of London; four of wem were members 
in the laſt Parliament: the Foreman was Sir Samuel Barnadiſton, Knight; and 
this Bill alſo was brought in /gnoramys ; and for your further ſatisfactiou why they 
did ſo in this matter, I refer you tac Nurrut we of the Examination of 
the Witneſſes by the Jury, which I doubt nog, hut y on 7 And thus far 
have the Papiſts [abouted to eget a Proteſtant Plot, had the firſt or ſecond Jury 


ſound the Bill, ſo that the Witneſſes had been paſſed for Boni &. Legales 1 
: 41 f 
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(49. 
God knows where ãt had d +, bubnow as they have failed in a Preteſtant Plot; 
they hope they have gained t he other pqint of Shamming the Popiſh Plot, by in- 
validating the teſtimany of Jo many; Witneſſes as ſwore the Popiſh Plot, befbre We 
believed them; now to ſwear a Proteſtant que, without being believed. By which 
means they hope neither thele, nor any of the teſt as have ſwore a Popoſh Plat, 
ſhauld be crgdited againſt them, ſeeing we will got believe a Plot contrived by 
our ſelves againſt our ſelves, and know not of our ſelves ; and the Papiſts, our dear 
friends, were ſo kind to find it out for us.z-10-thatnow. we mult leave the further 
Examination of both one and the other, to,a Pafliament z and the Papiſts hope 
they have ſo ordered Matters, as nat to neeſl to fear: a., Parliament for ſome time; 
but now having failed in their Proteſtant Plot, £9; their old Game again, 
and find out ſome other trick to do the Feat with; ang moſt thinł ing men are of the 
Judgment, their next work ( ſeeing their Shams will not do) will be to ſet the 
Proteflams together by the ears among themſelves,, Conformiſt againſt Noncon- 
formiſt, like two Dogs fighting for a bone, that we may be weakned thereby, and 
then they to ſtrike in on one ſide, and deſtroy us at once by the help and aſſiſtance 
ef the French King; who only waiteth for, apd wanteth ſuch an opportunity. 
But I-hope God will give us more Chriſtian Wige, rhan to expoſe our ſelves 
to the gas" of the French, though the Moſt Chriſtian King; and for all the 
tugging and ſtrugling of the Papiſts, to keep off the day of Judgment, as they 
look upon a Parliament to be. God can. incline the heat ſof the King to call one 
ſooner than they may deſire. Thus, as brief as I can, I bays given.you the ſum and 
ſubſtance of our Friend's being in the Tower, and the Worlds Reaſons for itz and 
I believe, for matter of Fact, it is very near the truth. God ſend my next may 
bring you the Good News of, our King and his Parliament meeting loyingly to- 
gether, that all Faults may be mended, and the Nation happily fer ed, is the 
hearty deſire of m that truly loves his King and Country, and as far as ſhall 
conſiſt with their welfare, is; Yours to command, 
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